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REVIEWS 


to do so—we agree with him and believe his opinion to be sound 
and not unduly conservative. 

The illustrations are of varied quality; some of the most ambitious 
(especially those in color) are flamboyant and impressionistic, and 
convey but little idea of the conditions supposed to be represented; 
others are too wooden and characterless. The general level, how¬ 
ever, is high, and many of them—though diagrammatic—are models 
of what explanatory cuts should be. The anatomical plates—taken 
largely from standard authors—are good, as a rule, wliile the repro¬ 
ductions of the appearance of specimens are uniformly beyond 
criticism. 

The book shows—with some exceptions such as those to which 
attention has been called—much care and industry in its prepara¬ 
tion, and indicates throughout the undoubtedly extensive experience 
on which it is based. It fairly represents modern thought and 
modern practice, and goes far toward justifying the expectations 
of the friends and colleagues of the authors. In most of its mechani¬ 
cal features it could scarcely be improved upon. It deserves a place 
in the library of every genito-urinary surgeon. J. W. W. 


Diseases of the Skin and the Eruptive* Fevers. By Jay 
Frank Scilvmderg, A.B., M.D., Professor of Dermatology 
and Infectious Eruptive Diseases in the Philadelphia Polyclinic 
and College for Graduates in Medicine. Pp. 534; illustrated. 
Philadelphia and London: W. B. Saunders Company, 1908. 

The author begins well by clearly defining dermatology as 
embracing “in its broadest sense the consideration of all morbid 
processes that arc characterized by cutaneous manifestations/* 
thus distinguishing this important branch of general medicine from 
the domain of the self-styled, petty “dermatologist/* in which 
' facial blemishes,” moles, corns, and warts constitute the principle 
diseases. Dermatology rightly defined is really an important 
branch of medicine. The work before us, though far from being 
a treatise, nevertheless portrays briefly and tersely the most impor¬ 
tant points in connection with each disease. The style is concise 
and practical, so that the reader who follows the text (too brief, 
as it sometimes is) and the numerous and excellent photographic 
illustrations should not fail to comprehend at least the elements of 
dermatology as the author understands and uses this term. Some 
of the chapters might have been fuller and others shorter; thus, the 
anatomy of the skin and the general symptomatology receive only a 
few r pages, while general etiology is not touched upon. On the other 
hand, eczema, acne, and psoriasis receive sufficient space, consider- 
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ing the size of the volume. The “acute eruptive fevers” occupy, 
perhaps, one-third of the entire book, and constitute a valuable con¬ 
tribution, the statements made emanating from one who has studied 
these diseases in a practical and thorough manner from the stand¬ 
point of cutaneous medicine. There is also a chapter devoted to 
“acute infectious diseases, accompanied at times by eruptions,” 
such as typhoid and typhus fevers, influenza, epidemic cerebro¬ 
spinal meningitis, rheumatic fever, serum eruptions, and the like. 

The nomenclature employed throughout is sensible, plain, and in 
harmony with most authors in this country. The term syphilo- 
derma, we are pleased to observe, is employed in preference to the 
unsatisfactory French “syphilide,” so often used, a word which 
should never have been permitted to find lodgement in an American 
or English text-book. The views expressed on all topics are con¬ 
servative, safe to follow, and practical, and are well abreast of the 
knowledge of the present time, both as to general and special path¬ 
ology, etiology, and treatment. Actinotherapy and radiotherapy 
receive considerably more than passing notice. Many rare diseases 
are briefly described, some with photographs, which, of course, add 
greatly to the value of the remarks. The illustrations throughout 
the book are largely original, and have been taken by the author, so 
well known for his skill in this field. The novel feature of the work, 
. f° r a hook of its size, is the consideration together of the non-febrile 
and the febrile cutaneous diseases, though this plan was successfully 
carried out fifty years ago by Hebra in his exhaustive and valuable 
treatise on diseases of the skin. L. A. D. 


Nervous Diseases and Psychiatry. By Charles L. Dana, 
M.D., LL.D., Professor of Nervous Diseases in the Cornell Uni¬ 
versity Medical School, New York. Seventh edition; pp. 782; 
204 illustrations. New York: William Wood & Co., 1908. 

The publication of the seventh edition of a book on a special 
subject, like neurology, is perhaps the best commendation that rea¬ 
sonably can be hoped for. The forelying issue of Dr. Dana’s 
book contains not only the best of those that have gone before, but 
also additions to the sections on the histology of the neuron and the 
anatomy and physiology of the brain; re-arrangement and amplifi¬ 
cation of the sections on neurasthenia, hysteria, psychasthenia, and 
the methods of psychotherapy; and expansion of the sections deal¬ 
ing with neuritis, tabes, multiple sclerosis, brain tumor, the tics, 
and paralysis agitans. The book has long enjoyed an enviable 
reputation as one of the best moderate-sized treatises on neurology; 
the new edition, somewhat enlarged, considerably revised, in part 
rewritten, and enriched by many new illustrations, unquestionably 
will find added favor in professional eyes. A- K, 



